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… is free of poverty, hunger, disease and want, it is a world where 
all life can thrive.  
 
… is free of fear and violence.  
 
… provides universal literacy and equitable and universal access to 
quality education at all levels, to health care and social protection, 
where physical, mental and social well-being are assured. 
 

The world in 2030  
 

(Introduction of the UN Resolution: „Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development) 
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… has universal respect for human rights and human dignity, the 
rule of law, justice, equality and non-discrimination;  
 
… has consumption and production patterns and use of all natural 
resources – from air to land, from rivers, lakes and aquifers to 
oceans and seas – that are sustainable.  
 
… provides equal opportunity permitting the full realization of 
human potential and contributing to shared prosperity 

The world in 2030  
 

(Introduction of the UN Resolution: „Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development) 
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The world in 2017  
 

More than 800 million people globally live in 
extreme poverty and are facing hunger.  
Poor nutrition causes almost half of the deaths 
of children younger than five years.  

IFPRI 2017 
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Over half of the world’s arable land is degraded, thus weakening livelihoods for 
1.5 billion people globally (UN General Assembly 2011).  

The world in 2017  
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Climate change affects livelihoods all over the world 
and puts severe threats to survival in many areas.  

The world in 2017  
 

Climate change affects livelihoods all over the world and puts 
severe threats to survival in many areas.  
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Income inequality increases and causes 
losses of social coherence - conflicts and 
multiple crisis of democracy and 
governance. 
 
“…increasingly, informal work and modern 
slavery are aspects of harvesting and 
production processes. This is inequality by 
design. People know it and resent it” 
(Burrow and Evans 2017).  
 

The world in 2017  
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Die SDGs encompass „all economic, social and 
peace political problems that the international 
community has attempted to solve in the last 70 
years“ (Köhler, 2015) 

Between now and 2030 
 



7th ICA Rectors and Deans Forum 2017; Georg Gratzer, BOKU University, Vienna, Austria  

 
 

 

Direct successor of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)  

builds on 

The genesis of the Agenda 2030 
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"The MDGs have been the greatest anti-
poverty push in history. New partnerships 
have been established. New actors have 
engaged. And now we must finish the 
job...". (UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon, 2014). 

The genesis of the Agenda 2030 
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MDGs: simplicity, measurability and concreteness – 
strengths or sources of distortion? 

“…the MDGs appeared to take back poverty analyses of the 1990s that 
concluded the source of persistent poverty was not just economic variables 
but could be traced to the poor lacking political power”  
 
 
.. The MDGs presented a simplistic vision of meeting basic needs for all 
without recognising the root causes of poverty… “(Fukuda-Parr 2017) 
 

The genesis of the 
Agenda 2030 
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People 

Planet 

Prosperity 

Peace 

Partnership 

Agenda 2030 



Planetary boundaries 

Basic human needs 

Economic development 

Governance - Partnerships 

Sustainable 
resource use 

Global 
fairness 

Riahi 2017, IIASA 
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analyse the root causes of global inequality, poverty, 
environmental destruction and their underlying power 
relations; 

The SDGs don‘t 

…valid for all countries “a universal agenda” – paradigm shift 
… a transformative agenda 

The SDGs are 

Agenda 2030 
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Encompassing and 
indivisible 
 
Intertwined and cross 
cutting 
 
 

The SDGs are 

The silo 
challenge 

The complexity 
challenge 

Agenda 2030 – major claims and challenges 



7th ICA Rectors and Deans Forum 2017; Georg Gratzer, BOKU University, Vienna, Austria  

 
 

 

Nilsson et al. 2016. Nature 

Too many goals, too 
complex, incoherent? 

Agenda 2030 – major claims and challenges 
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316 target-level interactions  
 238 positive  
   66 negative 
   12 neutral 
 
no fundamental incompatibilities between 
goals  
 
„Potential contraints and conditionalities  
identified – mainly for interventions to 
shelter most vulnerable groups and provide 
equitable access to services…“  

Agenda 2030 – major claims and challenges 



Agenda 2030 – major claims and challenges 

The indivisibility claim 

“We reiterate that this Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals and 
targets, including the means of implementation, are universal, indivisible 
and interlinked” (Agenda 2030, 71 ‘#31). 



Agenda 2030 – major claims and challenges 

The indivisibility claim 

No trade offs (collateral effects) between: 
 
•  actions mitigating climate change and poverty alleviation 
•  nature conservation and poverty alleviation 
•  Intensification of agriculture versus nature conservation 
•  increases in production and resilience against climate change 
 ….. 
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Encompassing and 
indivisible 
 
Intertwined and cross 
cutting 
 
 

The SDGs are 

The silo 
challenge 

The complexity 
challenge 

Agenda 2030 – major claims and challenges 
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e.g. Goal 5: Gender equality 

1.4 By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the 
poor and the vulnerable, have equal rights to economic 
resources, ….  

2.2 By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition… and address the 
nutritional needs of adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating 
women and older persons 

4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education …. 

6.2 By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable 
sanitation and hygiene for all …, paying special attention to the 
needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations 

8.5 By 2030, achieve full and productive employment and 
decent work for all women and men, including for young people 
…, and equal pay for work of equal value 

8.8 Protect labour rights and promote safe and secure working 
environments for all workers, including migrant workers, in 
particular women migrants, and those in precarious 
employment 

Agenda 2030 – major claims and challenges 

Intertwined goals and targets 



Strenghten 
human 
capacities 

2.4, 2.a, 3.d, 4b, 6a, 8.10, 11.3, 12.a, 13.1, 13.3, 13b, 14a, 15c, 16a, 17.1, 17.8, 17.9, 
17.18, 17.19 

Agenda 2030 – major claims and challenges 

Cross cutting goals and targets 
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"Millennium Development Goal" in title

"Millennium Development Goal" in title, abstract or keywords

"Sustainable Development Goal" in title

"Sustainable Development Goal" in title, abstract keywords

Reception in science 

Which research? 
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“…In particular, advances in female education and reproductive 

health can contribute greatly to reducing world population growth.” 

(Abel et al. 2016) 

Do we trust the SDGs? 
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“Towards 2050, rising population and incomes 
are expected to call for 70 percent more food 
production globally, and up to 100 percent 
more in developing countries, relative to 2009 
levels” (FAO 2011). 

Do we trust the SDGs? 

…. to be based on SDG scenarios 
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 A positive, mobilising idea – a model of a society after the 
transformation or a central promise that overcomes fear 

 Ideas, solutions, innovations and projects which move from 
niches into the centre of society 

 Change agents, pioneers of change 
 Societal alliances which cross classical political and cultural 

boundaries 
 A state which takes action, formulates guiding principles and 

goals and is open for political participation 

Preconditions for political transformations (WBGU 2011):  

How to transform? 
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Widely shared narratives are of outstanding importance of for 
the activity orientation of actors (Turowski and Mikfeld 2013) 
 
They 

 reduce complexity; 
 create orientiation for future action strategies 
 are a basis for cooperatation between actors 
 foster reliability of expectations 

      

The need for a narrative 

How to transform? 
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The need for a narrative 

The SDGs carry the potential for a new narrative on how to live 
in global and intergenerational fairness (German Advisory 
Council on Global Change, 2016).  
 

This calls for „narrating the narrative“ 

How to transform? 
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The global challenges call for transformation beyond 
tokenism 
 
The SDGs are broad enough to address these challenges 
 
Their indivisibility claim has the potential to avoid 
collateral effects and trade offs 
 
The SDGs have the potential for a new narrativ of living 
in global and intergenerational fairness 
 

Conclusions 
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Many thanks for your attention 


